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Striving Together: Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians 

 

Lesson 5: Philippians 2:12-18 
 

Make the Most of Your Salvation (vv. 12-13) 

• The Christian’s responsibility (v. 12) 

• “obeyed” is reflecting on Jesus’ obedience in the previous section 

• The Philippians did well when Paul was there, but now they need to keep it up 
in his absence (continues the theme begun in 1:27) 

• “work out” = perform, accomplish, produce, commit (show your work) 

• NOT work “for” – Ephesians 2:8-9 

• Homer Kent: “make your salvation operational” 

• John Phillips: not unlike working a gold mine 

• Notice, it’s “your own” salvation – personal responsibility 

• Doesn’t mean we can’t enlist the aid of others (this is a letter to a 
church, after all) 

• “fear and trembling” – don’t take your salvation lightly 

• We don’t want to let God down 

• Though we must work out our salvation on our own, we won’t be alone 
 

How do we work out our own salvation? 
 
 
 
 
 

• God’s involvement (v. 13) 

• We “work out” as God “works in” – play on words in the original Greek 

• God provides the desire to serve Him (will) 

• God empowers (energizes) us to fulfill His mission in our lives (4:13) 

• Draw hope from this: Because God loves you He won’t concoct some pipe 
dream for you that cannot be accomplished or that won’t bring Him glory 

 
      What would you tell someone who feels they are in a spiritual dead end? 
 
 
 
 
  

Practical Indicators of Growing Faith (vv. 14-16) 

• An agreeable disposition (v. 14) – “all” comes first in the original text 

• “complaining” = murmuring, grumbling (1 Cor. 10:10 → Num. 14) 
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• “disputing” = arguing, debating 

• Contextually, this could be against God and/or others 

• A solid reputation (v. 15) – our unity and obedience set us apart 

• “blameless and harmless” = without accusation due to our actions  

• This world, by comparison, is warped and morally corrupt 

• Our godly conduct shines as a light in the darkness (Matt. 5:14-16) 
 

Why is complaining and disputing so destructive to us – and our witness? 
 
 
 
 

• Applying God’s Word (v. 16)  

• “holding fast” = observing AND applying (James 1:22-25) 

• The pinnacle of this is sharing our faith with others (“holding forth”) 

• Our agreeable disposition and solid reputation will give us more 
opportunities to witness to the lost world 

• Simply stated, walk the walk so you can talk the talk 

• Paul looks forward to rejoicing in the Philippians’ obedience 
 
      How do we hold fast (and hold forth) the Word of God in today’s culture? 
 
 
 
 

Shared Joy in Serving the Lord (vv. 17-18) 

• Paul sees himself as a drink offering (v. 17a) 

• This reflects the Jewish sacrificial system 

• Some see it as symbolizing the blood of Jesus, while others interpret it as the 
joy Jesus had to spill His blood for the sins of the world (Hebrews 12:2) 

• Historically, it may have been used to create a sweet smell  

• Regardless of meaning, the drink offering generally accompanied the sacrifice 

• Paul sees himself as: 

• Fully poured out – he held nothing back 

• As secondary to the sacrifice and service of the Philippians 

• Remember, Paul is incarcerated at this point in Rome 

• This is a true reflection of Paul’s words in 2:4 

• He rejoices for them and asks them to rejoice with him (vv. 17b-18) 

• Four instances of a form of “joy” in these verses 

• He told them earlier they were his partners in ministry (1:3-8) 

• This connects back to the idea of suffering for the gospel seen in 1:29-30 
 
 
Next week: Philippians 2:19-29 


