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Striving Together: Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians 

 

Lesson 3: Philippians 1:27-2:4 
 

Citizens of God’s Kingdom (1:27-30) 

• We should live as good citizens of the kingdom (v. 27a) 

• “conduct” – politeuomai (to act as a citizen) 

• “worthy” = suitable, becoming 

• Other Scriptural references about our citizenship 

• 2 Corinthians 5:20 – we’re ambassadors for Christ’s kingdom 

• Philippians 3:20 – our citizenship is in heaven 

• Colossians 1:10-14 – a close parallel to this passage 

• Hebrews 12:23 – we’re registered in heaven 

• Marks of good Christian citizenship (v. 27b) 

• Unity – one spirit and one mind 

• “stand fast” – being on guard as a soldier; halting the enemy’s advance 

• “Striving together” – sunathleō – competing together as a team  

• For the gospel – this is evangelism and discipleship – Matthew 28:19-20 
 

If unity is a sign of good Christian citizenship, what causes disunity? 
 
 
 

• Good citizenship can have its costs (vv. 28-30) 

• Confrontations (v. 28) 

• This is to be expected, not feared (Matthew 10:28; Mark 13:11) 

• It shows our future destinations – perdition (hell) vs. God’s salvation 

• Suffering for the gospel (v. 29-30) 

• This should be considered an honor 

• Rejoice! Matthew 5:10-12; Acts 5:41; 1 Peter 4:12-16  
 

          Why don’t American Christians experience more persecution? 
 
 

 

Conditions for Unity (2:1) 

• “Therefore” looks back at the previous section (1:27-30) 

• Greater challenges will require a deeper commitment to unity 

• Four marks of their shared salvation (more “since” than “if”) 

• Consolation (encouragement) in Christ 

• This speaks to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 

• Comfort (calm persuasion) in God’s love (agapē) 

• Key to God’s love: it’s not self-centered 
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• When we love like God we want the best for the other person, even if we 
may be inconvenienced, hurt, or worse in the process 

• Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

• Every believer is joined by the same Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13) 

• This means we should be guided by the same truth, beliefs, and hopes 
 

What are some evidences of sharing the same Holy Spirit you’ve experienced 
with other believers? 

 
 
 

• Affection and mercy (compassion between believers) 

• Christians shouldn’t shoot their own 
 

Making Unity a Reality (2:2-4) – “fulfill my joy” 

• Four evidences of Christian unity (v. 2) 

• Being like-minded 

• In our language, having the same worldview 

• Bible fed and Spirit led: informed by God's will 

• Having the same love (Again, agapē love here) 

• 1 Peter 4:8: And above all things have fervent love for one another, 
for “love will cover a multitude of sins.” 

• Being in one accord 

• Literally, to be "with soul"…emotionally connected and desiring the same 
outcomes in life 

• Of one mind 

• Singleness of purpose; everyone pulling in the same direction 

• Practical evidences of Christian unity (vv. 3-4) 

• Others first (v. 3) 

• "selfish ambition" = contentious, partisan 

• "conceit" = Literally, "empty glory" 

• "esteem better" – giving preferential treatment (Romans 12:10) 

• We must “have each other’s backs” (v. 4) 

• This isn’t about being busybodies, but genuine care for others (physical, 
emotional, and spiritual) 

• Note the phrase "not only": Live your life, but realize that you're here for a 
reason 

  

What would church look like if we were going out of our way to serve and care 
for each other? 

 
 
 
 
Next week: Philippians 2:5-11 


