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Striving Together: Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians 

 

Lesson 1: Introduction and 1:1-11 
 

Author and Date 
• Paul, from Rome, around 61 AD 

• Other suggested locations: Ephesus, Caesarea 

• Evidence for Rome: 1:13, 4:22 – still the generally accepted origin 
 
 
 

History of Philippi 
• Originally called Crenides, and settled by Thasians around 360 BC 

• Conquered and fortified in 356 BC by Philip II of Macedon, who wanted control of 
gold mines in the area 

• Became a Roman colony after Octavian and Mark Antony defeated Brutus and 
Cassius in 42 BC; reinforced later after Octavian’s defeat of Mark Antony 

• Heavy population of Roman veterans and Greeks 

• Important trade center on the Via Egnatia (runs through Thessalonica also) 
 
 
 

The church at Philippi 
• Founded by Paul and others around 50 AD (Acts 16:9-15) 

• A memorable beginning (Acts 16:16-40) 

• Luke may have stayed behind (end of “we” passage) 

• Strong Gentile and female composition in the fellowship 
 
 
 

Occasion for the letter 
• Offering from the church by way of Epaphroditus (4:18) 

• Paul’s response to the situation in the church (2:25) 

• Inner conflict (2:1-4, 14; 4:2) 

• Threats from outside the church (3:2, 18-19) 
 
 
 

Salutation (1:1-2) 

• Paul and Timothy, since Timothy was well known by the Philippians 

• Paul doesn’t stress his apostleship – this is a friendly letter and he is not 
being challenged by other teachers 



Kona Coast Chaplaincy  Pastor Bruce Pratt 
August 15, 2018 

• Perhaps “servant” connects best with the thrust of the letter 

• Overseers and deacons included in the greeting 
 

Paul’s Opening Encouragement (1:3-11) 

• His connection to them is strong, even from a distance (vv. 3-8) 

• Every remembrance of them makes him thankful (v. 3) 
 
What should that look like in our lives? 
 
 
 

• Paul remembers them in his daily prayers (v. 4) 

• Why is he thankful for them? Their fellowship in the gospel (v. 5) 

• Paul’s confident declaration about them (v. 6) 

• Huge (correct) assumption: God has begun a good work in us 

• “perform”, “perfect” = accomplish, bring to an end 
 
To whom is this referring, individuals or the church as a whole? 
 
 
 

• Why he could be so confident (v. 7) 

• “partakers” and “fellowship” related – koinōnia 

• All believers share in the grace that God shows through Jesus Christ 

• His affection for this church is undeniable (v. 8) 
 

• His prayer for the fellowship (vv. 9-11) 

• Their love will abound (v. 9) – love is a given 

• This is tempered with knowledge and discernment (v. 9b) 

• “knowledge” = experiential learning 

• “discernment” = recognizing God’s presence and approval 

• Love wrapped in these will lead us to seek the things of God and to love 
what God loves (Psalm 37:4) 

• The result of this is that they and we will: 

• Approve what is excellent (v. 10a) – 1 John 4:1 

• Maintain purity and remain blameless (v. 10a) 

• “sincere” = without wax (Latin); tested by sunlight (Greek) 

• Be filled with the fruits of righteousness (v.11) 
 

What are fruits of righteousness? 
 
 
 
Next week: Philippians 1:12-26 


